A physical security evaluation tool for elopement prevention in a behavioural/mental health setting.
The design of an elopement evaluation tool which enabled a physical security review of 53 Behavioural/Mental Health (BMH) units located in three stand-alone BMH facilities and within 14 acute care hospitals in the Alberta Health Services (AHS), the largest healthcare organization in Canada, is described in this article. The tool, according to the author, was successfully used to assess units for risk of elopement and deliver recommendations to address identified risks and deficiencies. It can be used, he says, across a broad spectrum of care environments, and be adapted by users to meet their specific needs.